Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 MEXICO 03881 071626Z 

42 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 DOTE-OO COME-OO FMC-01 AID-05 

IGA-01 SP-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 

USIA-06 PRS-01 L-02 /044 W 

053800 

R 07 1 520Z MAY 75 
FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7588 
INFO AMCONSUL BELIZE 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY NASSAU 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
AMEMBASSY PORT AU PRINCE 
AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
AMEMBASSY SAN IOSE 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY SANTO DOMINGO 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
ALL AMCONSULS MEXICO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MEXICO 3881 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, ETRD, XL 

SUBJECT: SHIPPING: NAMUCAR AND PROPOSED VENEZUELAN FLEET. 
REF: A) MEXICO 3548; B) CARACAS 1397 

1. EMBASSY TCO WAS CONTACTED BY USCIT THOMAS O. THOMAS 
FOR INFORMATION ON NAMUCAR ON APRIL 29, 1975. THOMAS 
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ONASSIS (CONSTANTINE GRATSOS, FORMER PRESIDENT OF OLYMPIC 
AIRWAYS) TO ASSIST GOVERNMENT OF VENEZUELA IN SETTING 
UP ITS OWN NATIONAL FLAG FLEET. THOMAS RETICENT TO GIVE 
DETAILS AND MENTIONED SEVERAL APPARENTLY INTERLOCKING 
FIRMS: COMMERCE INTERNATIONAL (829 SECOND AVENUE, 

NEW YORK CITY); COMMINTALL BROKERAGE LTD; AND TRAFICO 
MARITIMO NAVEGACION S.A. GOV PLAN IS TO LEASE TWENTY 
TANKERS OF APPROXIMATELY 58,000 DWT FROM ONASSIS 
INTERESTS FOR FIVE YEARS, AT END OF WHICH TIME GOV 
WOULD BE OUTRIGHT OWNER. A CHATTEL MORTGAGE WOULD BE 
ARRANGED GIVING GOV IMMEDIATE TITLE AND OPPORTUNITY TO 
FLY THE FLAG. THESE TANKERS ARE CURRENTLY UNDER LEASE 
TO OTHER COMPANIES, AND ARE TO COME AVAILABLE THIS YEAR. 

IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT OTHER TYPE SHIPS ARE INVOLVED ALSO, 
SUCH AS CEMENT CARRIERS, GENERAL CARGO AND PERHAPS GRAIN 
CARRIERS. THOMAS FELT GOV FLEET WOULD "CERTAINLY" 

SERVICE CUBA. 

2. SEPARATE MEETING WITH ECONOMIC COUNSELOR DE CASTRO 
OF VENEZUELAN EMBASSY HERE CONFIRMED GOV INTEREST IN 
OWN FLEET OF TANKERS, BUT NOT DETAILS PROVIDED PARA ONE. 

HE NOTED GOV ALREADY HAD TWO TANKERS THROUGH CPV 
(CORPORACION PETROLERA VENEZUELANA) AND THAT UPON NATION- 
ALIZATION U.S. OIL COMPANIES GOV WOULD ACQUIRE THEIR 
TANKERS (THOMAS SAID NO - THAT MOST OF THESE TANKERS 
WERE LEASED AND NOT OWNED BY U.S. OIL COMPANY SUBSIDIARIES 
IN VENEZUELA). DE CASTRO, WHO WAS A DELEGATE TO RECENT 
NAMUCAR CONFERENCE HERE (REFTEL A), WENT ON TO SAY THAT 
CONFERENCE WAS CONFUSED AND POORLY ORGANIZED, AND THAT 
GOV WAS NOT AS INTERESTED IN PROPOSAL AS THEY WERE 
INITIALLY. HE FELT THAT VENTURE WOULD NEED COLOMBIAN 
TECHNOLOGY AND VENEZUELAN MONEY TO BEGIN, AND THAT 
MUCH DIFFICULT NEGOTIATION LAY AHEAD IN THE MEETING 
TO BE HELD IN COSTA RICA. THE MEXICANS, ESPECIALLY 
SECRETARY OF THE PRESIDENCY HUGO CERVANTES DEL RIO, ARE 
FIGHTING HARD FOR THE PROPOSAL. AND THAT THERE 
CONTINUES TO BE MUCH JOCKEYING FOR THE HEADQUARTERS OF 
NAMUCAR. 
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